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AndTheNext TenYears…?
We’ve seen the rise of the laptop, the digitisation of the DJ and (who’d have
thought it) software turning to hardware. But what’s next?
How about MIDI-sync’d Slankets or plug-ins that can predict your royalty share when you run a mix through it? Joking aside, it’s easy to
imagine gear that more tightly integrates with the whole concept of online. A DAW which simultaneously manages production and video
editing/design with direct rendering to all required formats for e-retailers, YouTube and blogs seems likely, as does an online DAW which
will allow access to your work in progress anywhere, anytime, across platforms. Meanwhile, our desire to get our gear onstage continues to
develop, meaning more dedicated software to rival Ableton Live and the CDJ-2000 will mean that more and more DJs will carry a USB
stick to their gigs. Could the twenty-tens be the decade we see a total rethink of live performance in Electronic music? We think so…

1 JazzMutant Lemur
Lemur looks like it’s been sent from the
future and seems to set the scene for how
studio and performance hardware will go.
We expect touch-screen vintage synths,
DAWs and processors to follow in the next
decade and Lemur offers an early glimpse.

2MelodyneDNA
When Swedish sorcerers Celemony
demoed their new Melodyne DNA in
2008, it set the music industry alight with
speculation and excitement. It’s ability to
pull apart recordings to their stems for
individual pitch and timing changes is still
mind-blowing, two years later.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

3 Yamaha Tenori-on
4 Novation Automap
5 NI Maschine

Innovation of
theDecade

1Brainworx bx_digital
Brainworx’s dedication to understanding
and unravelling the secrets and success of
the Mid/Side approach to processing audio
at its final stage, via a set of easy to use
controls means that this clinches top spot
in this category. Download the 14-day trial
version immediately if this plug-in has
passed you by.

2PSPVintageWarmer
Polish pioneers PSP have developed a
killer suite of plug-ins but, for us, Vintage
Warmer is the one. Transforming lifeless
audio and plug-in instruments with an
analogue, valve-like quality, this plug-in
will blow you away.

HIGHLY COMMENDED

3 iZotope Ozone
4 Sugarbytes Effectrix
5 Waves Platinum

Best Plug-in Best Software Synth

1Arturia Collection
This was one of our most keenly contested categories and, truth be told, the jury was a little split here. However, Arturia’s
synth collection has squeaked through in first place due to the sheer number of high quality synth emulations it packs into
such a low-cost suite. For under £400, your system is swelled by fantastically high-quality ‘versions’ of the ARP 2600,
CS80, Moog Modular, Jupiter 8, Prophet 5, Minimoog and Analog Factory 2, as well as tossing in the physical-modelling
suite Brass. Er… Thanks. Pick any four of Arturia’s individual synths and you’ll have spent more than the total bundle price
but, more significantly, sourcing and purchasing the original synths modelled here would bust Trump.

2NI Komplete
Komplete 6 contains a stunning collection of NI’s titles, including the irrepressible Absynth 5 and Massive,
the wonderful Kontakt 4 sampler and the modular behemoth that is Reaktor 5, not forgetting Guitar Rig 4
too. NI’s decision to cast aside their Prophet and B4 clones is a little sad while other original titles including

the ‘Piano’ collections are now accessed via Kontakt. Still a kick-ass collection of production tools, mind.

3G-Media ImpOSCar
Still going strong, with a V2 version due any day now. The hardware OSCar was a curiously
uncelebrated analogue synth compared to some rivals, yet G-Media’s software emulation is a
must-have. Great sounds, an attractive GUI. It’s one of the most enduring plug-ins of the decade.

4Spectrasonics Trilogy
There are plenty of plug-ins dedicated to bass, so why this
one? Well, sheer class, quality and flexibility. Trilogy had us
captivated and with the release of Trillian, Spectrasonics
have shown they’re not resting on former glories.

5 Lennar Digital Sylenth
Fatter than phat, Sylenth packs a great sound engine and
killer arpeggiator into a package which also tosses great
value-for-money in – lucky us and lucky you. An
unbeatable combination!

HIGHLY COMMENDED
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